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Perot, Officials at odds Over Report of POWs in Laosg

By LAWRENCE L. XNUTSON

Associated Press Writer
WASHINGTON {AP) =~ Ross Perot and former diploma

intelligence officials ree o

that some 27 Americans were being held Captive in Lao

But former v.s, officials who wvere p;esent at a

release in the spring of 1973 the period in wvhich
were said to havg 5225 libcraéod. pe

~ _!lt Nes Yook !nm‘_
1LV P Avgties Tomey _
The Mgy Sireet lw"ui‘.
The LT WPTRN Tomes

LSA Tes,,

Assocuted Preyy o

LN ¢

Revter o ___

. briefing say
they did.not tell Perot, a Prominent Crusader on the Prisoner of

they knew of

to contihue

House chief
officials to
testify about efforts nade during the Reagan adzinistration to

Only 19 Prisoners were turned over by Lacs toIV1ctnan for
a

1 Amerjicang

But u.s. government documents gaiq at the té;c that it vag

Possible hundredg ©f Arericans werg being held iq
wvere not released.,

@ country who

Perot and two of his associates testifieq Tuesday the vere
at the briefing that it was xnown that more than 20 Ancy 4

being held in a cave at a Laotian rison Camp. They TecCalled tae

number they were given as either 25 o 27.

t one point Perot, who ig of short stature, stood

the Senate Caucus Room to foint out the exact lccation
large~-scale map of the region,
But McMurtrie Godle

on

tola

On a chair in
a

' I don’t
wvere detained," he

Vietnames .

estion the

private,

of Americang being held,
‘“We had the Reeting; whether he ¢
him, s~ Perot sgaid. , A Pl P
Perot told the committes he col &
Person’+sthae Anericans were left in sout
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say that 25 or
‘' vas always uncer the
Americans taken prisoner in Laos were transferred to the
e

CIA station

he agent, who has not been 1dentitied, is expected to
he was pregent at the briefing ana told Perot that & specific
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«an War ended.
But most of the evidence he offered consisted of second-hand
.:ou?tf, news stories, circumstantial evidence and disputed
aterial,
* ‘'I do not have any videotapes,’’ perot said after being pressed
members on whether he had new information

about specific prisoners at specific locations. .
’ added, ‘‘It’g pnot some philosophical, moonbean

But he quickly
conjecture on m{ part,’/

Perot said his belief that Americans were left behind is
Strengthened by reports that the Reagan administration received an

rorn the Vietnamese government to give up 57
prisoners in exchange for $¢ billien.
h He ggged that the government open negotiations with Hanoi to get

at the truth.




